
The Collars/Short Family

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Good evening and thank you. 
We want to introduce ourselves (Brian & Rosanna), two kids name Benny and Emmy, our moms Sue and Pilar and we come with a large extended family that we frequently host and spend time with at our home. 
Our house is always welcoming, and tends to be the center of gravity for holidays, birthdays, you name it - we usually have a lot of cars in the driveway
We love this house and town, and truly hope we’re able to build something here that lasts, meets our needs, and is consistent with the character of the neighborhood.
I’ll turn it over to Rosanna but i want to thank you for your time and consideration this evening.




● We grew up in West Windsor 
- Plainsboro, graduated from 
South & North in 2004

● Rented in Ravens Crest end 
of 2012

● Bought our first home in 
Hampshire in 2015

● Purchased 619 Plainsboro in 
early 2022

We Plainsboro
Long-term Residents

Our first photo together in 1995 
playing in the orchestra at the 
UES (now Millstone River) 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As a trained architect and planner, I deeply value Plainsboro’s commitment to high-quality town planning that has resulted in the Town Center. 
While we both spent our early years in West Windsor, we love Plainsboro for it’s walkability, incredible location, and well-maintained parks and natural space. �We are very excited to send our children to the Wicoff school just down the road and to have the privilege of growing up in the same community we did. . 



Our Home: 619 Plainsboro Road

● One of a kind: Dream come 
true to find larger acreage 
property in Town Center

● Piece of Plainsboro’s 
History: Built in 1930 by the 
Wicoff Family (for founder’s 
son)

Our Vision: Preserve character and historical aspects of original house 
while creating a home that accommodates our growing family for years to 
come.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We recognize it is a larger parcel in the zone and as have been explained to us, we know there are other, easier options available to us including building a new home or subdividing the lot in order to get the house space we need,  but our intention is to preserve the home and enjoy the outdoor space that is afforded to us here. It’s important to us that we are good stewards of the property and honor its history and meaning to Plainsboro (township timeline) while creating a thoughtful design that matches and celebrates the original home and so that is why we are here asking for this relief. 



Home Investments

● Restoration of historical tiled floor in sun 
patio
○ Matches Plainsboro Museum
○ Mueller Tile deemed priceless by 

PhD who assessed floor in _
● General clearing and maintenance to 

address overgrown weeds and invasive 
trees

● Maintenance and feeding for older trees
● Front yard landscaping to create an 

attractive safety buffer from sidewalk and 
road

● Renovated cottage garden
● Installed fruit tree trellis
● Converted weeded area to native 

wildflower patch

To-Date
● Replacement of historical shutters 

that were previously thrown out 
when home was flipped

● Repair and maintenance of front 
porch 

Upcoming

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We want to be good stewards of the property and honor its history and meaning to the town
We know there are other easier options, but our intention is to preserve the home and enjoy the outdoor space



Historical Tile Restoration - Before



Historical Tile Restoration - Current



Front Yard - Before



Front Yard - Current



Back & Side Yard - Before



Back & Side Yard - Current



Big Thank You!

Boating in Mill Pond Park Brian & Emmy in the backyard Benny & Emmy walking next door 
to Founder’s Day
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