
 

 

 

TOWNSHIP OF PLAINSBORO 
Department of Planning and Zoning 

641 Plainsboro Road 
Plainsboro, NJ 08536 

609-799-0909 ext. 1502 
Form No. 1 

 

     PLANNING/ZONING APPLICATION 
 

I. SCHEDULE 
Pursuant to the Township of Plainsboro Municipal Code and applicable New Jersey State Law, application is made 
to the Township of Plainsboro for the following: 
 

Type of Application (Please Check)  Fee $      Forms Needed   
□ 1. Concept Plan    ____________  1, 6, 7, 11, 14, & W9 
□ 2. Minor Site Plan   ____________  1, 6, 7, 8, 13, 14 & W9 
□  3. Preliminary/Final Major Site Plan ___________  1, 6, 7, 8, 9, 13, 14 & W9 
□ 4. Minor Subdivision   ____________  1, 6, 7, 8, 11, 14 & W9 
□ 5. Preliminary/Final Major Subdivision ____________  1, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11, 13, 14 & W9 
□ 6. Variance 
  a. Bulk    ____________  1, 4, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 14 & W9           
  b. Use    ____________  1, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 14 & W9                                  
□ 7. Appeal of Administrative Decision       ____________  1, 2, 14 & W9 
□ 8. Interpretation   ____________  1, 3, 14 & W9 
□ 9. General Development Plan   ____________  1, 6, 7, 8, 9, 14, 15 & W9 
 

II. CONTACT AND PROPERTY INFORMATION (Provide information as applicable):  
              

Name of Applicant: _________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address: _________________________________ City: ______________________State: _____Zip: __________ 
 

Email: __________________________________________________ Phone: _____________________________ 
 

Applicant’s Attorney: ________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address: __________________________________ City: ______________________State: _____Zip: _________ 
 

Email: __________________________________________________ Phone: _____________________________ 
 

Contact Person: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address: __________________________________ City: ______________________State: _____Zip: _________ 
 

Email: __________________________________________________ Phone: _____________________________ 
 

Engineer/Surveyor: _________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address: __________________________________ City: ______________________State: _____Zip: _________ 
 

Email: __________________________________________________ Phone: _____________________________ 
 

Architect: __________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address: __________________________________ City: ______________________State: _____Zip: _________ 
 

Email: __________________________________________________ Phone: _____________________________ 
 

Owner’s Name: _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address: __________________________________ City: ______________________State: _____Zip: _________ 
 

Email: __________________________________________________ Phone: _____________________________ 

PreLim/Final Site Plan

X      

The Research Collections and Preservation Consortium, Inc. ("ReCAP")

c/o Stevens & Lee, P.C., 100 Lenox Drive, Suite 200 Lawrenceville      NJ              08648

christopher.costa@stevenslee.com      609-987-6653

Christopher K. Costa, Esq.

100 Lenox Drive, Suite 200   Lawrenceville   NJ      08648

christopher.costa@stevenslee.com      609-987-6653

Christopher K. Costa, Esq. (Stevens & Lee, P.C.)

100 Lenox Drive, Suite 200   Lawrenceville   NJ        08648

christopher.costa@stevenslee.com      609-987-6653

Ralph Petrella, P.E. (Van Note-Harvey, Division of Pennoni)

515 Grove Street, Suite 1B    Haddon Heights   NJ       08035

rpetrella@vannoteharvey.com             609-921-4786

N/A

The Research Collections and Preservation Consortium, Inc. ("ReCAP")

c/o Stevens & Lee, P.C., 100 Lenox Drive, Suite 200 Lawrenceville      NJ              08648

christopher.costa@stevenslee.com      609-987-6653

$1,000.00
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Schedule A 

Narrative Description of Project 

 Applicant Research Collections and Preservation Consortium, Inc. (“ReCAP”) seeks 

amended preliminary and final site plan approval to expand an existing parking lot on the property 

located in the Princeton Forrestal Center (the “Center”) at 400 Forrestal Road, Plainsboro 

Township and identified as Block 701, Lot 31 on the Plainsboro Township Tax Maps. The Center 

is currently use for research offices and storage. ReCAP—an entity comprised of Princeton 

University, Columbia University, Harvard University, and the New York Public Library—is, 

itself, a high-density research and storage facility. 

 The Plainsboro Township Planning Board (the “Board”) previously heard applications 

regarding the site between 2008 and 2012. In relevant part, in 2011, the Applicant sought, via 

Application No. P11-17 (i) amended preliminary site plan approval for Modules 8 through 11 and 

the Processing Center, (ii) amended final site plan approval for Module 8 and the Processing 

Center, and (iii) final site plan approval for Modules 9 and 10 along with extended vesting for 

Module 10. The Board approved the application subject to conditions on October 17, 2011, being 

memorialized in Resolution No. P11-17 on October 17, 2011. 

 The applicant now seeks amended preliminary and final site plan approval to construct 6 

additional parking spaces on the existing parking lot located on Forrestal Road near the Processing 

Center and Campus Road. The existing lot contains 24 standard parking spaces and 2 ADA 

accessible spaces for a total of 26 spaces. Of the 6 new parking spaces, 2 will be for electric vehicle 

charging serviced with a double-pedestal EV charging station. One space will be a new Make-

Ready parking space, effectively converting 1 existing space to a Make-Ready space as well. The 

remaining 3 spaces will be standard non-accessible parking spaces. 
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Schedule B 

List of Plans 

1. Civil Engineering Plans and Landscape Architect Plans entitled “Amended 

Preliminary/Final Site Plan of Parking Lot Expansion for The Research Collections and 

Preservation Consortium, Block 701, 31, Plainsboro Township, Middlesex County, New 

Jersey,” consisting of ten (10) sheets: 

a. Sheet No. CE-1 “Cover Sheet”; 

b. Sheet No. CE-2 “Vicinity Plan and Key Map,” prepared by Ralph A. Petrella, 

P.E. Lic. No. GE 46160, of Van Note-Harvey Associates, Inc., 103 College Road 

East, Princeton, NJ 08540, dated 07/24/24; 

c. Sheet No. CE-3 “Overall Site Plan,” prepared by Ralph A. Petrella, P.E. Lic. No. 

GE 46160, of Van Note-Harvey Associates, Inc., 103 College Road East, 

Princeton, NJ 08540, dated 07/24/24; 

d. Sheet No. CE-4 “Demolition Plan and Site Layout Plan,” prepared by Ralph A. 

Petrella, P.E. Lic. No. GE 46160, of Van Note-Harvey Associates, Inc., 103 

College Road East, Princeton, NJ 08540, dated 07/24/24 and revised 10/3/24; 

e. Sheet No. CE-5 “Site Grading & Drainage Plan,” prepared by Ralph A. Petrella, 

P.E. Lic. No. GE 46160, of Van Note-Harvey Associates, Inc., 103 College Road 

East, Princeton, NJ 08540, dated 07/24/24 and revised 10/3/24; 

f. Sheet No CE-6 “Construction Details,” prepared by Ralph A. Petrella, P.E. Lic. 

No. GE 46160, of Van Note-Harvey Associates, Inc., 103 College Road East, 

Princeton, NJ 08540, dated 07/24/24 and revised 10/3/24; 

g. Sheet No. CE-7 “Soil Erosion & Sediment Control Plan,” prepared by Ralph A. 

Petrella, P.E. Lic. No. GE 46160, of Van Note-Harvey Associates, Inc., 103 

College Road East, Princeton, NJ 08540, dated 10/03/24; 

h. Sheet No. CE-8 “Soil Erosion & Sediment Control Notes and Details,” prepared 

by Ralph A. Petrella, P.E. Lic. No. GE 46160, of Van Note-Harvey Associates, 

Inc., 103 College Road East, Princeton, NJ 08540, dated 10/03/24; 

i. Sheet No. 1 of 1 “Existing Conditions Plan,” prepared by Kenneth R. Raike, 

P.L.S. Lic. No. GS 36753, of Van Note-Harvey Division of Pennoni, 103 College 

Road East, Princeton, NJ 08540, dated 3/14/2024; and 

j. Sheet No. L100 “Planting Plan,” prepared by E. Timothy Marshall, L.A. Lic. No. 

AS00872, of ETM Associates, LLC, 1202 Raritan Avenue, Highland Park, NJ 

08904, dated 06.07.2024 and revised 09.30.2024. 

2. Engineering Report prepared by Ralph A. Petrella, P.E. Lic. No. GE 46160, of Van Note-

Harvey Associates, Inc., 103 College Road East, Princeton, NJ 08540, dated 07/24/24. 
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Schedule C 

Applicant’s Disclosure Statement (Continued) 

 The Trustees of Princeton University; the Trustees of Columbia University in the City of 

New York, a New York nonprofit corporation; the New York Public Library, Astor, Lenox 

Tilden Foundations, a New York nonprofit corporation; and the President and Fellows of 

Harvard College, a Massachusetts educational corporation, acting through Harvard Library, of 

Cambridge, Massachusetts, organized the Research Collections and Preservation Consortium, 

Inc. (“ReCAP”) for the benefit of their respective institutions. A Board of Governors, controlled 

by the Institutions, operates ReCAP to further the Institutions’ educational purposes. 
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Schedule D 

Site Plan Checklist Waivers 

Waiver Justification 

W1 There are no existing or proposed streams on the site. 

W2 There are no existing flood hazard elevations on the site. 

W3 There are no proposed buildings for the site. 

W4 No new signs are proposed for the site. 

W5 There are no proposed floor plans for the site. 

W6 There are no proposed buildings on the site. 

W7 There are no proposed buildings on the site. 

W8 There are no proposed fire lanes for the site. 

W9 There are no proposed loading areas for the site. 

W10 There are no proposed loading berths & dock for the site. 

W11 There are no proposed facilities for movement and storage of goods for the site. 

W12 There are no proposed streets, aisles, lanes and driveways for the site. 

W13 There are no proposed sodded areas for the landscaping plan. 

W14 There are no proposed retaining walls for the site. 

W15 There are no proposed fencing for the site. 

W16 There are no recreation areas for the site. 

W17 There are no proposed changes to the method of sewer disposal on site. 

W18 There are no proposed changes to the existing waste disposal and incineration. 

W19 Percolation test and soil log are not applicable for the site. 

W20 There are no new lights proposed and no existing lights are moved on site. 

W21 There are no architectural or historical significant of any existing buildings to 

remain or to be removed. 

W22 The scope of the project is very small and earthwork balance is not applicable. 

W23 There are no proposed buildings for the project. 

W24 Traffic study is not provided for this application since the scope of the project will 

not change traffic calculations previously approved. 

W25 There are no unusual topographic, environmental, historic or physical aspects on 

the site. 

W26 There are no similar known developments for the site. 

W27 Open space calculations are not applicable. 

W28 Haul and staging plans shall be provided by the contractor at the time of 

construction. 

W29 The preliminary and final approval is sought simultaneously. 

W30 Detailed soil erosion and sediment control plans are not provided with this 

application since the area of disturbance is less than 5000 sq feet. 

W31 Detailed architectural data is not applicable. 

W32 There are no proposed buildings for the site. 

W33 There are no signs on the site that are visible to the public. 

W34 The property is part of the Princeton Forrestal Center. In 1999, at the time the 

General Development Plan approval for the Princeton Forrestal Center, an 

environmental impact assessment was provided together with community and 
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traffic impact assessments which were all evaluated by the Township. The project 

involves a site which is already improved and disturbed with educational and 

research buildings and storage modules of the type contemplated by this 

application. There are no negative impacts anticipated of the sort set forth in 

Section 20-10 of the Township’s land use ordinances. Separately, such statements 

have not traditionally been required in connection with site plan application sin the 

Princeton Forrestal Center. 
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Schedule E 

Taxes Collection 

 The property is registered as Class 15F Exempt from property taxation. Therefore, no 

taxes are owed. 


